Biſhop Sanderſon's 


JUDGMENT 


Concerning 


SUBMISSION-_ 


T 0 


Ulurpers, 


LONDON, 


Printed by for Richard Marriott, 
M DC LXXVIII. 


Biſhop Sanderſon's 


JUDGMENT 


Concerning 
SUBMISSION 
dS -W 
USURPERS, 


SSHEREAS you deſire 
to know what my 
judgment and practice 
BAS 1s concerning the us- 
BESS, (ing or forbearing the 
eſtabliſh'd Liturgy | w—_ in whole, 


Or 
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or in part) in the publick Service of 
God, "and Office-of the Church: If 
it be any fatisfaRion to your Friend, 
I 'ſhall fully acquaint you what 
my practice is ( whereunto if my 
own Judgment be not conform, [ 
am, Without all excuſe, my own con- 
demner) and upon what conſidera- 
tions I have, according to the varia- 
tion of the times, varied from my 
ſelf therein. 

So long as my Congregation con- 
tinued unmixt with Souldiers,as well 
after as before the Promulgation of 
the Ordinance of the two Houſes 
for the aboliſhing of the Common 
Prayer, I continued the uſe of it, as 
F had ever formerly done in the moft 
peaceable and orderly times, not 0- 
mitting thoſe very Prayers, the t- 
lencing whereof I could not but 
know to have been chiefly aim'd at 
in the Ordinance (viz. ) three for 
the King and Queen and Biſhops;and 
ſol did alſo though ſome Souldters 
were caſually preſent , till ſuch time 
as a whole Troop coming to Quar- 
rer 


tc. 
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ter in the Town ( with a purpoſe 
to continue a kind of Garifon or 
Head-quarter among us) were ſo en- 
rag'd at my reading of it- the firſt 
Sunday after they came , that im- 
mediately after Morning Service 
ended, they ſeiz'd upon the Book , 
and tore it all in pieces. Thence- 
forward during their continuance 
there for full ſix months and upwards 
(v:z.) from the beginning of No- 
vember till they were call'd away to 
Naſeby Fight in May following , be- 
ſides that for want of a Book of ne- 
ceſſity I muſt, I ſaw that it alſo be- 
hoov'd me, for the preventing of 
farther Outrages, to wave the uſe 
of the Book for the time, at leaſt in 
the Ordinary Service; only I read 
the Confeſſion, the Lord's Prayer , 
all the Verſicles, and the Pſalms for 
the day, Then after the firſt Leſſon 
in the Forenoon Bened;tnus or Jubi- 
late ; and in the Afternoons Cantate, 
After the ſecond Leſſon alſo, ſome- 
times the Creed, ſometimes the Ten 
Commandements , and ſometimes 
A 3 neither, 
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neither, but only ſang a Pſalm, and 
ſo to Sermon. But in all that while, 
in the Adminiſtration of the Bacra- 
ments, the Solemnization of Ma- 
trimony , Burial of Dead , and 
Churching of Women, I conſtantly 
uſed the ancient Forms and Rites 
to every of them reſp:tvely be- 
longing, according to the appornt- 
ment in the Book; only I was care- 
ful in all the reſt to make choice of 
ſuch times and opportunities as T1 
might do them with moſt ſecreſie, 
and without difturbance of the Soul- 
dier. But at the Celebration of the 
Eucharift I was the more ſcoure to 
do it publickly, becauſe I was aflur'd 
none of the Souldiers would be pre- 
ſent. 
After their departure I took the 
liberty to uſe-either the whole Litur- 
y, or but ſome part of it, omitting 
ometimes more, ſometimes leſs up- 
on occaſion, as T judg'd it maſt ex- 
pedient in reference to the Audito- 
WY. eſpecially if any Souldiers, or 0+ 
ther unknown perſons'/hapned to be 


| pre- 
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preſent. But all this while the ſub- 
tance of what I omitted I contriv'd 
into my Prayer before Sermon , the 
phraſe and order only varied, which 
yet I eadeavour'd to temper in ſuch 
ſort, that any perſon of ordinary ca» 
pacity might eaſily pomnrys what 
my meaning was,and yet the words 
leit as little liable to exception or car 
vil as might be. 

About two years ago I was adver- 
tis'd (but in a friendly manner) by a 
Parliamentman of note in theſe parts, 
that at a publick Meeting at Gran- 
tham, great complaint was made by 
ſome Miniſters of the Presbyterian 
Gang, as I afterwards found , of my 
refraftorineſs to obey the Parlia- 
ments Order in that behalf. The 
Gentleman told me withal, That al- 
though they knew what my judgment 
and prattice was , yet they were not 
forward to take notice of #t before 
complaint made, which being now 
done in ſo publick a manner, if they 
ſhould not take notice of it,the blame 
would lie upon them, He th:retore 
A 4 ad- 
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adviſed me to conſider well what T 
had todo, for I muſt reſolve either 
to adventure the loſs of my Living , 
or to lay aſide Common Prayer ; 
which if I ſhould continue after com- 

laint and admonition, it would not 
= in his power, nor in the power of 
any Friend I had to preſerve me. The 
effect of my then Anſwer was, Thats 
if the caſe were ſo, the deliberation 
was not hard: I having long ago 
conſidered of the caſe, and reſotved 
what I might do with a good Conſci- 
ence, and what was fitteſt for me in 
prudence to do, if I fhoutd ever be 

wut to it (viz.) to forbear the uſe 
of the Common Prayer Book ſo far 
as might ſatufie the letter of the 
Ordinance, rather than forſake my 
Station, 

My next buſineſs then was to be- 
think my ſelf of ſuch a courſe to be 
thenceforth held in the publick work 
in my own Pariſh, as might be be- 
lieved neither to bring danger to my 
felf by the uſe, nor to- give ſcandal 
to my Brethren by the Fluſe of the 

| eſtabliſh'd 
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eſtabliſh'd Liturgy. And the courſe 
was this, to which I have held me 
. ever ſince, 

I begin the Service with a Preface, 
and an Exhortation infer'd to make 
Confeſſion of Sins ; which Exhorta- 
tion I have fram'd out of the Ex- 
hortation and Abſolution in the 
Book, contracted and put together, 
and expreſt for the mall part 1n the 
ſame words and phraſes, but pur- 
poſely here and there tranſplac'd, 
that it might appear not to be, and 
yet to be the very ſame. 

Then follows the Confeſſion it 
ſelf in the ſame Order; it was en- 
larg'd only with the addition of 
ſome words, whereby it is rather 
explain'd than alter'd. The whole 
frame whereof, both for the fuller 
ſatisfaction in that particular, and 
that you may conjecture what man- 
ner of addition and change I have 
made proportionably hereunto (yet 
m—_— large) inother ng of the 

ere under- 


holy Office, I have 
written, 


O 
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O Almighty God and merciful 
Father, we thy unworthy Servants 
do with ſhame and ſorrow confeſs, 
that we have all our life Jong one ' 
aftray out of thy ways like Jo fee 
and that by following too much the 
vain devices and deſires of our own 
hearts, we have grievouſly offended 
againſt thy holy laws both in 
thought, word, and deed. We have 
many times left undone thoſe good 
duties which we might and ought to 
have done, and we | ch many times 
done thoſe evils, when we might 
have avoided them, which we 
ought not to have done. We confeſs, 
O Lord, that there # no health at 
all, nor help in any Creature to re« 
hieve us; but all our hope # in thy 
mercy, whoſe juſtice we have by our 
ſuns ſo far provoked. Have mercy 
upon us therefore, O Lord, have 
mercy upon us miſerable Offenders : 
Spare us good Lord who confeſs our 
Pakee Eat Wwe periſh not , but ace 
—_ to thy gracious promiſes de- 
clared unto mankind in Chriſt Jeſu 
our 
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our Lord, reflore us upon our true 
Repentance znto thy grace and fa- 
wour. Aud gram, O moi? mercifut 
Father, for bs ſake, that we heuce+ 
forth ſtudy to ſerve and pleaſe thee 

leading a godly, righteous , and 
aber life, to the glory of thy holy 
Name, and the eternal comfort of 
our own Souls, through Jeſus Chriſt 
our Lord. Amen. | 

After the Confeflion the Lord's 
Prayer with the Verſicles, and Glo- 
r:a Patri, and then Pſalms for the 
Day, and the firſt Leſſon: After 
which m the Forenoon, ſometimes 
Te Deum, ( but then only when T 
think the Auditory will bear it ) and 
ſometimes an Hymn of mine own, 
gathered out of (the Pſalms and 
Church Colleds, as a general Form 
of Thankſgiving '( which I did the 
rather, becauſe 1 have noted the 
want of ſuch a Form as the only 
thing wherein the Liturgy ſeem'd 
tobe defective). And in the After- 
noon, after the fuſt Leſſon the 


98h. Pſalm, or the :67th. then the 
ſecond 
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ſecond Leſſon ,, with- Bened:ifus or 
Jubilate ; after it in the Forenoon 
and Afternoon a ſinging Pſalm. Then 
followeth the Creed, with Dominus 
Vobiſcum ; and ſometimes the Vers- 
ſicles in the end of our Letany | From 
our Enemies defend us| if Thik'd my 
Auditory, otherwiſe I omit the Ver- 
ſicles. After the Creed, and inſtead 
of the Letany and the other Prayers 
appointed in the Book, I have taken 
the ſubſtance of the Prayer I was 
wont to make before Sermon , and 
diſpos'd it into ſeveral Colles or 
Prayers, ſome longer and ſome 
ſhorter , but new modell'd into the 
language of the Common Prayer 
Book much more than it was before, 
And in the Pulpit , before Sermon I 
uſe only a ſhort Prayer in reference 
to the hearing of the Word, and no 
more. $So that upon the matter, in 
theſe Prayers I do but the ſame 
thing I did before, fave only that 
what before I ſpake without Book, 
and in a continued Form in the Pul- 
pit, now read out of a written Book 
broken 


concerning ſubmiſſion to Uſurperr, 11 
broken into parcels, - and in the read- 
ing Desk or Pue. Between which 
Prayers and the ſinging Pſalms be- 
fore the Sermon , I do alſo daily uſe 
ans ay gr Ig which fort | 
ave ior the purpoſe compos'd fun» 
dry , made =. allo (as — 
for the moſt part out of the Churc 
Colleds, with ſome little enlarge- 
ment or variation ; as namely ,-the 
Colles Adventual, Quadrageſimal, 
Paſchal, or Pentecoſtal, for their pro- 
r ſeaſons ; and at other times Col- 
es of a more general nature, as 
for Pardon, Repentance, Grace, &c. 
And after one or more of them in 
the :'Forenoon, I uſually repeat the 
Ten Commandements, with a ſhort 
Colle@ after them for Grace to ena« 
ble us to keep them. 

This hath been my practice ; -and 
is like {till to be , unleſs ſome happy 
Change of Afﬀairs reſtore us the 1i- 
berty of uſing the old way again, or 
it be imade appear to my Under- 
ſanding by Fs able charitable 
Friend, That I therein have _ 
other- 
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otherwiſe then T ought to. have 
done : For I may ſay , that I have 
hot yet met with any thirig in Diſ- 
courfe , either with my own Rea- 
ſon or others, of ſafficient ſtrength 
to cottvirice me that I have done an 
thitig, but what may ſtand with the 
Principles as well of Chriſtian! Sim- 
plicity as Prudenice. 

There are but three things, that I 
know of, that ate of any confideta- 
tion oppos'd, vis. | 

1. The Obligation of the 
Laws. 

2. The Scandal of the Exam- 

le. | 

3. The unſeemly ſymbolizing 
at Jeaſt with Schiſmaticks, 
if not partaking with them 
in the Schiſm. 

The firſt and ſtrongeſt Objection 

( which -I- ſhall therefore 
+3. ol propoſe to the moſt advan- 

tage of the ObjeCtor) is that 
which is groynded upon the 'Laws , 
and their Obligation : For it may be 
Objected, That every humane Law 
rightly 


conterning ſubmiſſion to Uſurpere, Ii 
rightly eftabliſÞ d, ſo long as it com 
rs; a Law , Slices the Subs 
jef# (and that for Conſcience fare) 
to the obſervation thereof in ſue 

manner and form as in the ſame 
Law # preſcribed, and actording 
to the true meaning and intention of 
the Law-grver thertin. That a 
Law # then underſtood to be rightly 
eſtabliſh'd, when it containeth #0« 
thing but what « honeſt and Izwful, 
and # enatted by ſuch perſon or per- 
ſons as have fu an Py at» 
thority tomake Laws. That a Law 
fo eſtabliſh'd continues a Law, and 
» ſo it forte, til it be etther Re- 
pealed by as good and lawful Att 
thority, as that by which it was 
made, or elſe artiquated by a lon 

continued uninforc'd difuſe with the 
tacit or preſumed conſent of the 
Law-giver. That the Aft printed 
before thr Common Prayer Book,and 
entitled ( An At for the Unifor- 
mity) was ſuch a Law, being it was 
eftablifhed in a full and free Par- 
liament in peaceable times, and ra- 
tified 
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tified by the Royal Aſſent, That it 
ftill continues in force , and being 
not yet Repealed, but by ſuch per- 
ſons as ( at leaft in the Opinion 0 
thoſe that maintain the Diſpute 
for want of the Royal Aſſent , have 
not 2 Juffic ent right or authority to 
do ſuch an Af, nor diſuſed but of 
tate times, and that 4 enforce- 
ment ; and as # preſum'd, much as 

ainft the mind of the Law-griver. 

at ſang it ſtill retains the 

power of obliging in part of Conſci« 
ence ; that power being (0 eſſential 
and Aerinſical to every Law, quas 
tenus a Law, that it can in no wiſe 
be ſever'd from it. , 

And that therefore nv Miniſter 
publickly officiating in the Church, 
can with a good Conſcience either 0- 
mit any part of that which « com- 
manded by the E ame Law, or 
uſe any other Form than' what s 


contained in the foreſaid Book, but 
muſt either uſe the. Form preſcribed 
.3n the Book, or elſe forbear to. offi- 


Cate. 


The 
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The Anſwet to this Objedioh 

(granting all in the Premiſes 
beſides) dependeth upon' the *** 
r:ght uciderſtatiding of that which 
1s affirmed concering the Obligatioti 
of the Laws according to the uiten- 
tion of the Law-giver; which if if 
thould be underſtood preciſely of 
that particulae, aQual; and irrie- 
diate ihtention which the Law-giver 
had declared by the words of the 
Law ( in which ſenſe only the Ob- 
Jetion proceedeth ) will not hold 
frue in all cafes: But there is fup= 
po8'd beſides that, iti Law-giver, 4 
more general, habitual, 8 ultimite 
intention of a more excellent arid 
tranſcendent tiature than the formiet; 
which 15 to have ant influetice into , 
and over-tuling powet over all par- 
ticular Laws (v2. ) aft intention by 
the Laws to procure and promote 
the publick good. The formet in- 
tention bitids, whet it is ſubſervient 
to the latter, or eonſifterit with it , 
and conſequently birideth in ordina- 
ry caſes, atid iti orderly ——— of _ 
ene 
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the Law is not a wholeſome Law. 
But -when the obſervation of the 
Law, . by reaſon of the conjunCture 


of circumſtances, or the iniquity of 


the times ; (contingencies which no 
Lawgiver could . either certainly 
foreſee, or if foreſeen, ſufficiently 
provide againſt ) would rather be 
prejudicial than advantageous to the 
Publick ; or is manifeſtly attended 
with ſuch inconveniencies and fad 
conſequents to the Obſeryers, as all 
the imaginable good that caft re- 
dound to the Publick thereby,cannot 
ih any reaſonable meaſure counter- 
vail : Tn fuch caſe the Law obligeth 
not, - bur according to the-latter and 
more general intention only ; even 
as 49 the-operations of nature , par- 
ticular, Agents do ordinarily move 
according to their proper and partt- 


.cular.inclinations ; yet upon ſome 0c- 


calions, and to ſerve the ends and in- 
tentions of univerſal-nature (for the 
avoiding of ſome things which na» 
ture abhors) they are ſometimes car- 
ried-with motions quite contrary to 
their 
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their particular natures; as the Air 
wdefcend, and the Water to'aſcend 
for the avoiding of vacuity,&e, The 
common received Maxim ( which 
hath been ſufficiently miſapplied , 
and that ſometimes to very 41! puns 
poſes ſince the beginning of theſe 
unhappy diviſions );n the true mean-« 
ing of it looketh this way ,, Satus 
populi ſuprema Lex : the equity of 
which Maxim, as it o__ in ww 
Law-giver a power of difpenſin 
with The Law Fwhich is A ſoſpend- 
ing the Obligation thereof for the 
time in reſpe@ of the - r and 
particular intention) ſo he ſhall ſee 
it expedient in order to the publick 
ood ; ſo itleaveth in the Subje&t 4 
tberty upon juſt occaſions ( as in ca- 
ſes of great exigeney , and for the 
preventing of ſuch hazards and in- 
conventencies 25 might prove of noy- 
ſome conſequence to the Publick) to 
do otherwiſe than the Law requi- 
reth. And neither is the exerciſe of 
that power in the Lawgiver to be 
thought an arcefoncble Preroga- 
B 2 tive, 
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tive, nor the uſe of this liberty in 
theSubje& an unreaſonable preſum 
tion ; inaſmuch as the power of di- 
ſpenſing with particular Laws is 
ſuch a Yrerogative,as without which 
no -Commonwealth can be well 
govern'd,but Juſtice would be turn'd 
into Gall and Wormwood : Nor can 
the Supream Governour , without 
forfeiture of that faithfulneſs which 
he oweth to the Publick Weal, de- 
veſt himſelf thereof. 

And he'that preſumeth of the 
Law-givers conſent to diſpenſe with 
him for the Obſervation of the Law 
in ſuch needful caſes (where he hath 
not the opportunity to conſult his 
pleaſure therein) preſumeth no more 
than he hath reaſon to do. For it 
may well be preſum'd that the Law- 
giver, who is bound in all his Laws 
to intend the ſafety of the Publick , 
and of every member thereof in his 
due proportion , hath no intention 
by the ſtrict obſervation of any par- 
ticular Law, to oblige any perſon, 
who 1s a Member of the Publick, to 

his 
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his deſtruction or ruin, when the 
common good is not anſwerably pro» 
moted thereby: Upon which ground 
vis generally reſolv'd by Caſuitts , 
That no Conſtitution ( meerly hu- 
mane) can lay ſuch Obligation upon 
the Conſcience of the Subzet, but 
that we may (according to the ex- 
igency of circumſtances) do other- 
wiſe than theConſtitution requireth, 
provided it be done extra caſum 
ſcandali & contemptiis, i. e. without 
either bewraying in himſelf any 
contempt of the Authority of the 
Law-giver by his carriage, or giving 
any juſt occaſion of ſcandal to o- 
thers by his example 1n fo doing. 

[ have been ſomewhat the longer 
in explaining this point, not onl; tor 
the better clearing of the preſent 
doubt, but alſoin reſpe& of the uſe- 
fulneſs of th:s muiraciea for the 
preventing and removing of many 
{cruples that may happen to conſci- 
entious men in ſuch times as theſe, 
wherein ſo many things are ( and are 
like tobe) commanded and forbid- 
B 3 den 
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den contrary to the eſtabliſh'd Laws, 
and thoſe Gn they are perſwaded ) 
yet ſtanding in force. The beſt rule 
that I know to guide men in their 
Yeliberations "I actions in ſuch es 
mergent caſes COIIg to what 
hath been already delivered) is ad- 
viſedly and impartially to weigh the 
benefit & inconveniencies, as well on 
the one ſide, as on the other, as the 
ſtand in relation unto the Publick 
Good ; and if after ſuch examination 
and compariſon made, it ſhall then 
eyidently ( or but in the judgment 
pf probability ) appear, that the Ob- 
ſervation of the Law, according ta 
the proper intention of the Law- 
giver therein, though with hazard 
of Eſtate, Liberty, or even lite it 
ſelf, hath a greater tendency to the 
Publick Good, and the preſervation 
of Church or Commonwealth in 
ſafety, peace, and order, than the 
preventing of the foreſaid hazards, 
or other evil conſequents, by doing 
otherwiſe than the Law requireth , 
gan haye; or ( which cometh to 
; one) 


| 
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one ) if the violating of the Law 
ſhall then appear to be more prejudi- 
cial tothe Publick Good, than the 
mg of the Subjec's Eſtate, 

iberty , or Lite can be , beneficial 
hereunto : In ſuch caſe the Subje@ is 
bound to hazard all he hath , and un- 
dergo whatſoever inconveniencies 
and calamities can enſue thereupon, 
rather than violate the Law with 
contempt of that Authority to wh.ch 
he oweth ſubjection. 

But if it ſhall (after ſuch compa- 
riſon made) evidently (or but more 
probabrty than the contrary.) appear, 
That that preſervation of ſuch a.per- 
ſons Life, Liberty, Eſtate , would 


' more benefit the Church or Com- 


monwealth, than the punctual ob- 
ſervation of the Law at that time, 
and with thoſe circumſtances, would 
do; it were an unſeaſonable, unrea- 
ſonable, and pernicious ſcrupuloſity 
for ſuch a non to think himſelf in 
ſuch a caſe obliged for the obſerving 
of the Law ( perhaps but once or 
twice) with little or no benefit to'the 

B 4 pube 
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Publick , to ruin himſelf, whereby 
to render himſelfunuſeful and unſere 
viceable to the Publick for eyer here- 
after. 

- Tobringthis Diſcourſe home,and 
to apply it to the buſineſs now under 
diſpute.. Suppoſe we ten, twenty, 
er One hundred godly Miniſters , 
well affeted to the eſtabliſh'd Li- 
turgy, and aually poſleſs'd of Be- 
nefices, with the Charge of Souls 
thereto belonging, ſhould, think.ng 
themſelves in Conſcience obliged to 
the uſe of the whole Form of the 
Book, as is by the Ac appointed, 
without any addition, omiſſion , or 
alteration whatſoever ( notwith- 
ſtanding the preſent conjuncture of 
Aﬀairs ni to uſe the ſame ac- 
cordingly, it would be well conſider- 
ed what the effects and conſequents 
thereof would be. 

Beſides other evils,theſe three are 
viſible, which muſt all unavoidably 
follow one upon another, if any bo- 
dy ſhall be found (as doubtleſs with- 
In ſhort time ghere will be found one 
of 
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—_— to inform and proſecute 
againſt them. 

1. The utter undoing of ſo many 
worthy perſons, fit to do God and 
his Church good ſervice, together 
with all thoſe perſons that de end 
upon them for their livelyhood. by 

tting the fruits of their Benefices, 
wherewith they ſhould buy them- 
ſelves bread, under Sequeſtrati- 
ON. 
2. The depriving of thoſe per- 
ſons of the opportunity of diſcharg- 
ing the duties that belong unto them 
in their Miniſterial Calling, in not 

rmitting them, after ſuch Seque- 
-——_ to teach or inſtruct the pco- 
ple belonging to their Charge, or to 
exerciſe any thing of their Function 
publickly in the Church. 

2. Thedelivering over the Sheep 
of Chriſt, that lately were under 
the hands of the faithful Shepherds, 
into the Cuſtody of ravenous 
Wolves, when ſuch Guides ſhall be 
ſet over the ſeveral Congregations, 
as will be ſure to ita them one 
way 
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way or other { v2.) cither by in» 
ſtilling into them Puritanical and Su- 
perſtitious Principles, that they may 
the more ſecurely exerciſe their 
Presbyterian Tyranny over their 
Judgments , Conſciences , Perſons ; 
and Eſtates, or elſe by ſetting up new 
Lights before them, to lead them in- 
toa maze of Anabaptiſtical confuſion 
and frenzy. 

Theſe conſequents are ſo heavy 
to the Sufferers, ſo certain to enſue 
upon the uſe of Common Prayer, 
and ſo much without the power of 
the Law-givers (in this ſtate of Af- 
fairs ) either to prevent or remedy, 
that it 1s beyond the wit of man 
what benefit to the Publick can ac- 
crue by the ſtrict obſervation of the 
Act, that may in any proportion 
countervail theſe miſchiets.In which 
caſe, that man muſt needs ſuppoſe 
a ſtrange auſterity in the Law-giver, 
that dares not preſume of his conſent 
todiſoblige him (for the time) from 
obſerving the ſame. + It would be al- 
ſo well conſidered, Whether he that 
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by his own over-nice ſcrupuloſity 
runs all theſe hazards, be not ( in 
ſome meaſure ) guilty of his own 
undoing , of deſerting his ſtation , 
and of betraying his flock, and do 
not thereby loſe much -of that come 
fort which a Chriſtian Contellor 
may take in his ſufferings, when they 
are laid upon him by the Hand of 
God, and nor pull'd upon himſelt by 
his own hands. And more I ſhall 
not need to ſay as to that firſt Obje- 
Ction. 
Thenext thing objeted is, hw 
The danger of the Scandal OE 
that others might be ready to take 
at the Example,who ſeeing the Law 
ſo little regarded by ſuch men (men 
that have Cure of Souls, and perhaps 
alſo of ſome eminency and ae in 
the Church, and whoſe Example 
will be much look'd upon ) will be 
eaſuly encourag'd by thu Example to 
ſet light by all Authority , and to 
take the liberty to obey and diſobey 
the Laws of their Soveraign at 
their pleaſure. 
| But 
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" But this ObjeRAion, after we are 
once ſatisfied concerning the former, 
need not much trouble us. For, 

1. It ſeemeth an unreaſonable 
thing in caſes of great Exigence 

ſuch as we now ſuppoſe ) that the 
ear of ſcandalizing our weak Bre- 
thren(which is but'Debitum charitae 
t# only ſhould lay upon us a peremp- 
tory neceſſity of obſerving the Law 
punQually , whatſoever 1nconveni- 
encies and miſchiefs may enſue 
thereupon : when the duty of Obe- 
dience to our known Governours 
( which is Deb:itum juſtitie alſo, 
and therefore more Obligatory than 
the other) doth not impoſe that ne- 
cefſity upon us ; as hath been already 
ſhewn, 

2. Beſides, Arguments drawn 
from Scandal in things neither un- 
lawful nor {os the reaſon of 
Scandal aſide) inexpedient, as they 
are ſubje to ſundry frailties other- 
wiſe, ſo they are manifeſtly of no 
weight at all, when they are coun- 
terpois'd with the apparent danger 
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of evil conſequents on the other 
ſide. Forin ſuch caſes there is com- 
monly equal danger (if not rather 
ſomething more) of Scandal to be 
taken from the Example the quite 
contrary way. We may ſee it in de-« 
bating the point now in hand : It is 
alledged on the one ſide, That by 
laying aſide the uſe of the Common 
Prayer, men that ate over ſcrupu- 
lous will be encourag'd to take a 
greater liberty in diſpenſing with the 
Laws (to the deſpiſing both of Laws 
and Governours) than they ought. 
And why may it not, by the ſame 
reaſon, be as well alledg'd on the. 0+ 
ther ſide, That by holding up a ne- 
celſity of uſing the Common Prayer, 
men that have tender Conſciences 
may be induc'd to entertain ſcruples 
(70 their utter undoing, and to the 

eſtrution of their people ) when 
they need not? 

3- But that in the third place, 
which cometh up home to the buſi- 
neſs, and taketh off the ObjeRion 
clearly, 15 this, That in judging _ 
es 
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ſes of Scandal, we are not ſo muck 
to look to the event, what it is, or 
may be, as to the cauſe, whence it 
cometh. For ſometimes there is 
given juſt cauſe of Scandal; and yet 
no Scandal followeth , becauſe it is 
not taken : Sometimes ſcandal is ta- 
ken, and yer no juſt cauſe given : 
and ſometimes there is both-cauſe of 
Scandal given, and Scandal taken 
thereat. But.no man is concern'd 
at any Scandal that happeneth to a- 
hother by occafion of 'any thing 
done by him , neither is chargeable 
with it farther-than he is gvilty of 
having given it. If then we give 
Scandal to others, and they take 1t 
not, the whole guilt is ours, and they 
are faultleſs. If we give it, and 
they take it, we are to bear a ſhare 
itt the blame as they, and that a deep 
ſhare; (Ve homir! , Woto the man 
by whome the offence combth, Matth. 
18.7. ) But if they take offence when 
we give none,1!t ;5 2 thing we cannot 
help, and therefore the whole blame 
mutt I:2 upon them: 

Wheres 
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Wherefore , if at any time any 
doubt ſhall ariſe in that Caſe of Scan» 
dal, How far forth the danger there- 
of may oblige us to the doing or not 
doing of any thing ' propos'd ; The 
Reſolution will come on much the 
eaſier, if we ſhall but rightly under- 
ſtand what it is to give Scandal , of 
how many ways a m4n may become 
guilty of ſcandalizing another by his 
Example. 
The ways (as I conceive) are but 
. theſe four. t 
1. When a man doth ſomething 
before another, which is in it ſelf e- 
vil, unlawful, and finful. In which 
caſe, neither the intention of him 
that doth it, nor the event as to him 
that ſeeth it done, is of any conſide» 
ration : For it matters not whether 
the doer hath an intention to draw 
the other into ſin , or not; the very 
matter and ſubſtance of the action 
being evi , and done before others , 
is fullcient to render the doer guilt 
of having given Scandal, thoug 
neither he had intention himſelf fo 
| to 
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todo, nor was 4fy other perſon as 
ctually ſcandaliz'd thereby : becauſe 
whatſoever is in its owri nature evil, 
is of it ſelf, and in its own nature 
ſcandalous , and of ilt Example. 

Thus did Hophnz and Phineas ; 

 $:,, The Sons of Ez, give Scandal 
(rm by their wretched prophane- 

nefs arid greedineſs about the 
$acrifices of the Lord, and their 
ſhameleſs abuſing the Women. And 
ſo did Davidallo give great Scandal 
in the matter of Ur:ah, 2 Sum. 12. 
14. Here the Rule 15, 

Do nothing that « evil, for fear 

of giving Scandal. 

2. The ſecond way is, when a 
man doth ſomething before another 
with a dire& intention and formal 
purpoſe of drawing him thereby to 
commit ſin. In which caſe neither 
the matter of the ation , nor the ec 
vent is of any conſideration: For it 
makes no difference as to tlie fin of 
giving Scandal, whether any man be 
effeQually entic'd to commit ſin or 
not thereby ; neither doth it make 
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any difference, whether the thing 
.done were in it ſelf unlawfut,or nor, 
ſoas it had an appearance of evil, 
and from thence an aptitude to draw 
another by the doing of that ( by i- 
' Mitation ) which ſhould be really and 
intrinſecally evil. The wicked in- 
tention alone ( whatſoever the effect 
ſhould be, or what means ſoever 
ſhould be us'd to promote it )ſufficeth 
to induce the guilt of giving Scandal 
upon the doer. This was 7eroboam's 
ſin, in ſetting up the Calves, with a 
formal purpoſe and intention there- 
by (for his own ſecular and ambiti- 
ous ends) to corrupt the purity of 
Religion,and to draw the people un- 
to Idolatrous Worſhip. For which 
cauſe he is ſo often ſigmatiz'd with 
it, asa note of Infamy , to ſtick by 
him whilſt the World laſteth, being 
ſcarce ever mention'd in the Scrip- 
ture, but with this addition, Jerobo- 
am the ſon of Nebat, which made I(- 
rael to/er. Here the Rute is, 
Do nothing, good or evil, with an 
intention to give Scandal. 
C 3- The 
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3. The third way is when a man 
doth fomething before another, 
which in it ſelf is not evil, but indit- 
ferent, and ſo according to the Rule 
of Chriſtian Liberty, lawful for him 
todo, or not to do, as he ſhall fee 
cauſe (yea, and perhaps otherwiſe 
commodious and convenient for him 
todo)yet whereas he probably fore- 
ſeeth that others will take Scandal , 
and be occaſioned thereby to do evil. 
In ſuch a caſe, if the thing to be done 
be not in ſome degree prudentially 
neceſſary for him to do, but that he 
might, without very great inconve- 
nience or prejudice to Panſelf or an 
third mn} leave it undone : He 1s 
bn in Charity to his , Brother's 
Soul (for whom Chrift died) and for 
the avoiding of Scandal, to abridge 
himſelf in the exerciſe of his Chriſti 
an Liberty for that time, fo far as ra- 
ther to ſuffer ſome inconvenience 
himſelf by the not doing of it, than 
by the doing of it to cauſe his Brother 
to offend. The very Caſe which is 
ſooften, ſolargely, and fo earneſtly 
nn 
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inſiſted upon by St. Paul. See Rom. 
14-13,21. Row.15.1,3- 1 Cor.9:7,1 3. 
1 C0r.9.12,15,19,23. 1 Cor.10.23.33. 
Here the Rule is | 
Do nothing that may be reaſona« 
bly forborn, whereat Scandal 
will he taken. 

4 The laſt way is, when a man 
doth ſomthing before anorher, which 
1s not only lawful, but (according to 
the exigencies of preſent Circum- 
ſtances ) pro hic © nunc very be- 
hoofful , and even prudentially ne- 
cellary for him to do, but foreſeeth 
that the other will be like to make 
an ill uſe of it, and take encourage- 
ment thereby to commit (in, if he be 
not withal careful, as much as _ 
bly in him lieth, to prevent the Scan- 
dal rhat may be taken thereat : For, 
(Ju; non probibet peccare,cum poteſt, 
Jubet. In ſuch caſe the bare negleq 
of his Brother, and not uſing his ut- 
moſt endeavour to prevent the evil 
that might enſue, maketh him gwl- 
ty. [pon which conſideration ſtand- 
eth the Equity of the Judicial Law 

2 given 
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given to the Jews, whicty 
ordered , That in caſe a 
man dig a Pit for the uſe of 
his Family, and looking no farther 
than his own convemence, put no co- 
ver upon it,and leave it open, where- 
by it Linach his Neighbours Beaſt 
to fall thereinto and periſh,the own- 
er of the Pit is to make it $00d, maſ- 
much as he was the occaſioner of that 
loſs to his Neighbour , which he 
might and ought to have prevented. 
Here the Rule is | | 
Order the doing of that, which 
may not be well left undone, in 
ſuch ſort that no Scandal (ſo fav 
as you can help it) may be taken 
thereat. 

To apply this. The thing under 
debate, viz. the Action propos'd to 
preſent enquiry is, The laying aſide 
the Common Prayer,being enzoyn'd 
by Law , and uſing inſtead thereof 
Tome other Form of Church Service 
of our own deviſing. And the En- 
quiry concerning it is, Whether it 
may be done with a good Conſcience 

in 
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inregard of the Scandal that is gi- 
ven,or at leaſt may be taken rhereat, 
Yea or No? 

- Now foraſmuch as in this Enquiry 
we take it for granted , That the 
thing to be done 1s not in its own na- 
ture ſimply evil, but rather in this 
ſtate of affairs prudentially neceſſary; 
and that they who make ſcruple at tt 
upon the point of Scandal, have not 
the leaſt intention of drawing other 
of the Laws into contempt, or their 
Brethren into fin by their Example. 
It is manifeſt that three of the now 
mention'd Cafes, with the Rules to 
each of them appending, are not 
pertinent to the preſent Enquiry. 
But fince the laſt of the four only 
proveth to be our Caſe, we have 
therefore no more to do for the ſet- 
ling of our 'c.—_—_ and quieting 
of our Conſciences, and the regula- 
ting of our Practice in this Afﬀair, 
than to conſider well what the Rule 
in this Caſe given obligeth us unto ; 
which is not to leave the Action un- 
done for the danger of Scandal, 
C 2 which 
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which ( beſides the Intonvemieneies 
formerly mention'd) would bur ftart 
new Queſtions,and thoſe beget more 
to the multiplying unneceſlary Scru- 
ples In infin:tam: But roorder the do- 
ing of it ſo, that (if it were poſſible) 
noScandal at all might enſuethereup- 
on,or at leaſtwiſe not by our defaulr, 
through our careleſs or undiſcreet 
managery thereof, Even as the Jew 
that ſtood in need to ſink a Pit for the 
ſervice of his Houſe or Ground, was 
not (for fear his Neighbours Beaſt 
fthould fall into it, and be drown'd ) 
bound by the Law to forbear the 
making of it, but only to provide a 
ſufficient cover for it , where he had 
made it. The thing then in this Caſe 
15 not to be left undone, when it fo 
much behoveth us to do it ; but the 
Action to be carried on ( for the 
manner of doing, and in all reſpeds 
and cireumſtancesthereunto belong- 
ing) with ſo much charineſs and ten- 
derneſs, moderation and wiſdom (to 
our beſt underſtanding) that the ne- 
ceſlity ef qur ſo doing, with the true 
| cauſe 
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cauſe thereof, may appear to the 
World, to the ſarisfaction of thoſe 
that are willing to take notice of 1t ; 
and that ſuch perſons as wotld be 
willing to make uſe of our Enſample 
todo the ſame thing, where there 1s 
not the ſame neceſſity, may do it up- 
on their own ſcore, and not be able 
to vouch our practice for their ex- 
cuſe ; which how it may be beſt done 
for particular direQtions, every cha- 
ritable and conſcientious man muſt 
ask his own diſcretion. Some gene- 
ral helps thereunto I ſhall lay down 
in anſwering the next Objection , 
where they would fall in again not 
umproperly, and ſo flop two Gaps 
with one Buſh. 

The laſt Objetion is that > 
of Shiſm. The Objetors 
hold all ſuch perſons as have oppos'd 
either Liturgy or Church Govern- 
ment, as they were by Law eſtab- 
Iifh'd within this Realm, for no bet- 
ter than Schiſmaticks; and truly 1 
ſhall not much gain-ſay it. But then 
they argue, That for them to do the 

C 4 ſame 
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ſame thing in the publick wor, ip of 
God that Schiſmaticks do ( and for 
doing whereof eſpecially it # that 
they avowy themSchiſmaticksYwould 
( as they concetve ) involve them ins 
the Schiſm alſo, as partakers there- 
of in ſome degree with the other: And 
thetr Conſctences alſo would, from 
Rom. 14.22, condemn them either of 
hypocrijee, in allowing that in them- 
ſelves, and in their own prattice , 
which they condemn in others; or of 
wncharitableneſs, in judging others 
as Schiſmaticks for doing but the 
{ame thing which they can allow 
themletves to prattiſe. For all that 
ſuch perſons, as they call Schiſmas» 
ticks, do in thu matter of the Church 
Service, & but to leave out the 
Churches Prayers,and to put in their 
own, Or ſay, thu ſhould not make 
them really guilty of the Schiſm 
they ſo much deteft , yet would ſuch 
their (vmboltzing with them ſeem 
at lea? u kind of anworthy compli- 
ance with them, more than-could 
well become the ſimplicity of a Chri» 
ſtan, 
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lian, much leſs of a Miniſter of the - 
Goſpel , whoſe duty it wio 
ſbun eve@he le i EE 
ance of evil. Beſides, that by jo do- 
ing they ſhould but confirm ſuch men 
in their Schiſmatical Principles 
and Prattice. 

This ObjeQtion hath 3 Branches. 
To the firſt whereof I oppoſe the old 
ſaying, Duo cum faciunt idem, non 
eff ry uh which , although ſpoken 
quite to another purpoſe, yet is ve- 
ry capable of ſuch a ſenſe which will 
ny well fit our preſent purpoſe al- 

0. 

I Anſwer therefore in ſhort. To 
do the ſame thing that Schiſmaticks 
do (eſpecially in times of Confuſion, 
and till things can be reduc'd unto 
better Order, and when men are ne- 
ceſſitated thereunto to prevent 

reater miſchiefs ) doth not neceſ- 
Parity infer a partaking with them in 
Schiſm, no, nor ſo much as proba- 
bly , unleſs it may appear upon pro- 
bable preſumption otherwiſe, that 
it is done out of the ſame — 
C 
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cal Spirit, and upon ſuch Schiſmati- 
cal Principles as theirs are. 

The other two Bra ( viz. 
That of ſeeming. complince with 
Schiſmaticks, and That of the ill uſe 
they make of it. to confirm them in 
ther Schiſm) do upon-the matter 
fall-in upon the aforeſaid point of 
Scandal, and are in effet but the 
ſame Obj:&ion , only put into a 
new dreſs, and ſo have receiv'd their 
Anſwer already. And the only re- 
medy againſt both theſe Fears ( as 
well that of Scandal, as this of 
Schiſm) is the ſame which was there 
preſcrib'd, Even to give aſſurance to 
all men, by ourcarriage and behavi- 
our therein, that we do net lay aſide 
Common Prayer of our own accord, 
or out of any diſlike thereof, neither 
1n contempt of our rightful Govern- 
eurs, or of the Laws, nor out of a- 
ny baſe compliance with the Times, 
or unworthy Secular own ends, nor 
out of any. Schiſmatical principles , 
ſeditious deſigns, or innovating hu- 
mour ; but meerly enforc'd thereun- 
ro 
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to by ſuch a neceſſity, as we cannot 
otherwiſe avoid in order to the Glo» 
of God, and the Publick Good , 
or the preſervation of our Families, 
our Flocks, and our Fundtions : And 
that with the good leave and al- 
lowance ( as we have great reaſon 
to believe ) of ſuch as tave power 
to diſpenſe with us and the Laws in 
that behalf. 
This if we ſhall do 4ong fide, and 
with our utmoſt endeavours, in fin- 
leneſs of heart, and with godly 
iſcretion, perhaps it will not be © 
nough to prevailwith either the cen- 
ſure of inconſiderate and inconſide- 
rable perſons, or the ill uſe that ma 
be made of our Example, rears 
the ignorance or negligence of ſome 
ſcandalum puſiliorum) or through 
the  perverſneſs and malice of 
others ( ſcandalum phariſeorum ) 
as the Schools term them : Bur 
aſſuredly it will be ſufficient in the 
ſight of God, and the witneſs of our 
ownhearts, and to the Conſciences 


of charitable and conſidering men , 
to 
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ro acquit us clear of alt guilt; cither 
of Scandal or Schiſm in the leaſt do» 
gree. Which we may probably do 
by obſerving theſe enſuing, or ſuch 
other like general Directions (The 
liberty of uſing ſuch meet accom- 
modations, as the circumſtances in 
particular Caſes fhall require, ever- 
more allowed and reſerved ). viz. 
1. If we ſhall decline the compa- 
ny and ſociety of known Schiſma- 
nicks, not converling frequently or 
familiarly with them, or more than 
the neceſſary affairs of life, and the 
rules of Neighbourhood and com- 
mon civility will require; eſpecially 
not to give countenance unto their 
Church Aſſemblies, by our preſence 
among them, if we can avoid it. 
2. If we ſhall retain, as well in 
common diſcourſe , as in our Ser- 
mons and holy Offices of theChurch, 
the old Theological and Eccleſiaſti- 
cal terms and forms of Speceh , 
which have been generally received 
and uſed in the Churches of Chriſt, 
whick the people are well acquaint- 
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ed with, - and are wholſome and ſig- 
nificant, and not follow our new Ma- 
ſters in that uncouth affected garb of 
Speech, or Canting Language rather 
(if I may ſocall it )which they have 
of late taken up, as. the ſignal di- 
ſtinion and charaQteriſtical note of 
that, which in that their new Lan- 
guage they call The Godly Party, or 
Communion of Saints. 
3. If in officiating we repeat not 
only the Lord's Prayer, the Creed, 
the ten Commandements, and ſuch 
other paſſages in the Common Pray- 
er Book, as (being the very words 
of Scripture ) no man can except a- 
gainſt;; but fo much of the old Li- 
turgy beſides, in the very words and 
ſyllables of the Book, as we think 
the Miniſters of State in thoſe parts 
wherein we live will ſuffer, and the 
Auditory, before whom we officiate, 
-will bear; ith the Officers in all 
parts of the Land are not alike ſtri&, 
nor the people in all Pariſhes alike 
diſafſeted in this reſpeCt. 

4. If, where we muſt of neceſſity 
vary 
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yary from the. words; we, yet fol- 
low the Order of the: Book in the 
main partsof the holy Offices , re- 
taining the ſubſtance of the Pray- 
ers, and embelliſhing thoſe of our 
own making , which we ſubſtitute 
into the place of thoſe we leave out, 
with phraſes and paſlages taken out 
of the Book in other places. 

5. If, where we cannot fafely 
mention the 'Particulars: mentioned 
in the Book ( as namely in praying 
for the King;' the Queen, the Royal 
Progeny, -and the Biſhops) we ſhall 
yer uſe 1n our Prayers ſome, ſuch ge- 
neral terms, and other intimations 
deviſed for that purpoſe, as may ſut- 
ficiently convey to the ankertond. 
ing of the people what our intenti- 
ons are therein , and yet not be 
ſufficient to fetch us within the com- 

aſs of the Ordinance. 

6. If we ſball in our Sermons take 
occaſion now and then,where it may 
be pertinent, either to diſcover the 
weakneſs of the Puritan Principles 


and Tenets to the people ; or to ſhew 
out 
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out of ſome paſſages and expreſſions 
in the Common Prayer , the conſo- 
nancy of thoſe Obſervations we have 
raiſed from the Text, with the Judg- 
ment of the Church of Ezgland : or 
to juſtifie ſuch particular paſſages 
in the Letany, ColleAs, and o- 
ther parts of our Liturgy as have 
been unjuſtly quarelFd at by Preſ- 
byterians, Independents , Anabap- 
tiſts, or other « by what Name or 
Title ſoever they are called ) Pu- 
ritan Setaries. 


Thus have I freely acquainted you 
both with my prath ce and Judg- 
ment in the Point propos d in 
your Friend's Letter. How 1 
ſball be able to ſatufie his or your 
Judgement in what I have writ- 
ten, I know not ; however , 1 
have ſatufied both your deſire 
and hy in writing,and ſball reſt 


Your Brother and 


Servant in the 
Lord, 


Rob. Sanderſon. 
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